The changing face of community and institutional care for the elderly.
The NHS and Community Care Act 1990, implemented from 1 April 1993, was expected to alter profoundly the provision of domiciliary services to old people. This change needs to be compared with what would have happened if no action had taken place. We sought to identify trends in community and residential care before and after 1993 to facilitate this comparison. Statistics were collated from diverse government publications and other authoritative sources. Between 1985 and 1993 there was a progressive contraction of public community and residential services, as well as hospital beds available to the elderly. The concomitant huge increase in places publicly funded in private old people's and nursing homes appears to have been little affected by the implementation of the NHS and Community Care Act. The NHS and Community Care Act has had little effect in curbing the institutionalization of old people, which has reached now the highest percentage this century at 7 per cent. A considerable expansion of community services would be required to return to the per capita provision of the early 1980s.